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As | write this, | am drawn to the
fact that I’'m writing in comfort. I'm
in an air-conditioned office, on a
computer, knowing the safety and
security | will go home to tonight...
And | reflect on the fact that there
are a whole lot of people who can’t
say the same right now. Even in our
own state, there are homes that
have been destroyed, businesses
that have been closed, and people
picking up the pieces of what was
left after 27 tornadoes caused their
damage across the state. Please
consider pausing wherever and
whenever you're reading this, and
lift those who are hurting in a time
of prayer ...

You know, God works in many ways
during times like this. One of the
ways is through you and me.
Sometimes an answer to prayer is
through the serving heart of
another. We recently had a request
come out for totes and cleaning
supplies for the city of
Marshalltown. They’re probably
going to need more. One way we
might be part of an answer to
someone’s prayer is to stay
informed and active in our
response. Please reach out to me to
hear about some ways we can
continue to make a difference.

In the meantime, I’d also like to talk
about a few ways we’re staying
attentive to God’s call around home

d Sperry United Methodist Churches.

August 2018

as well. | had the opportunity to
spend a week at Summer Games
University and see the hearts and
lives of many kids and adults grow
stronger in their faith. What better
way to end a week in the sun than
to come back to a dunk tank, right?
That was fun, getting dunked time
and time again by my own loving
family no less! It was definitely a
great day though, and we had the
opportunity to connect with the
community in very special ways
through reaching out in Christ’s
love.

| can’t tell you how excited | am in
having finished my Course of Study
a couple of weeks ago, and | can’t
tell you how excited | am in
working together to continue to
spread the Good News of Jesus
Christ to those around us. Let’s just
say, | am indeed excited!

Enjoy the remainder of Summer as
we all get ready to gear up for
county and state fairs, kids going
back to school, finishing up
vacations or home projects, and
everything else that’s going on in
these weeks ahead. Give God
thanks for the moments, the
opportunities, the blessings, and
the means to be a blessing to
others.

In Christ,
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This Month...

Communion will be celebrated
on Sunday, August 5™

Game Time @ Prairie Ridge
Tuesday, August 7"
3:30 PM

Prayer Group @ Mediapolis
Tuesday, August 7" & 28"
6:30 PM

Prayer Group @ Sperry
Thursday, August 9" & 23™
6:15 PM

Care & Share Card Ministry
Monday, August 20"
1:00 PM
Rita Cortum’s home

Sperry Methodist Church

Ice Cream So
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JIC

Wednesday, August 8
Serving begins at 4:30 PM

Creamed Chicken, Beef
Burgers, Hot Dogs, Regular &
German Potato Salad, Baked

Beans, Salads, Pie, Angel Food
Cake, Brownies, Lemonade,
Iced Tea, Coffee

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM
Vanilla 1 Strawberryq Butter Pecan

3 yrs- 5th grade

Begins Wednesday,
September 12th

Cost for the entire year is
$20 per child if registered
by August 31st.
($25 per child after Aug. 31st)
(Family cap of $50Payment can
be made on the first night.

Scholarships available
upon request

Register online (after August 1st) or
by calling the church office.

Lay Visitation Ministries Updates and Information
From the Desk of Tracey Burgus

Three years ago, our churches began
participating in the Bishop's Initiative
on Poverty/Change a Child’s Story. The
initiative lasted two years. The third
year we ventured out on our own and
continued giving books away. Each
year of participation, the Mediapolis
and Sperry UMCs gave away just over
2,400 books to Mediapolis Community
School students in Preschool through
5th grade. This means we have placed
7,200 books in the hands of young
readers during a 36-month period.
61% of children in poverty in America
don’t have access to children’s books
in their homes (The Campaign for
Grade Level Reading). Because they
are unable to practice the skills they
learn in their school coursework, this
puts them at a disadvantage for being
able to read on grade level with their
peers by the time they are in 3rd
grade. These children are also four
times more likely to drop out of school

(Annie E. Casey Foundation). We have
been able to impact these statistics in
a positive way by putting books into
the hands of children in our school
district.

We will continue to participate in
giving away books to students during
the 2018-2019 school year because it
is a sign of life within the body of our
churches and a specific act of reaching
out to the community around us. Your
generosity and assistance in making
these past three years possible was
overwhelming and | pray that we will
again be able to reach out with God’s
love to the children in our community.

Please remember to take time in the
midst of crazy summer schedules to
visit friends, members of our church
family, and others who are
homebound, in assisted living, and
care centers in the area. A visit from
you can brighten their day!

MEAL MINISTRY

The purpose of our Meal Ministry is to
provide meals for families in our
congregation who are recovering from
an illness, surgery or childbirth. If you
are aware of anyone who may need
meals, please contact the church office.

NEED PRAYER OR KNOW

SOMEONE WHO DOES?
Organized prayer teams are available
to minister to your needs. Please

contact the church office with your
prayer requests.

Please call the church office if you

or a family member will be
admitted into the hospital.
Thank You!
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Mediapolis

8:25 AM ¢ Sunday Worship
10:45 AM + Sunday Worship

CZI/tGI/tST UST @

Sperry

9:30 AM « Sunday Worship
10:45 AM ¢ Adult Sunday School

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Seniors Exercise
9:00 AM, Mepo
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Communi o Game Time Seniors Exercise | Prayer Group
3:30 PM, 9:00 AM, Mepo 6:15 PM, Sperry
Prairie Ridge Ice Cream Social
Prayer Group 4:30 PM, Sperry
6:30 PM, Mepo
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Seniors Exercise
9:00 AM, Mepo
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Care & Share Ad Council Seniors Exercise | Prayer Group
Card Ministry 6:00 PM, Sperry 9:00 AM, Mepo 6:15 PM, Sperry
1:00 PM, Ad Council
Cortum’s 7:30 PM, Mepo
26 27 28 29 30 31
MCYG Jr & Sr Prayer Group Seniors Exercise
High Kick-off 6:30 PM, Mepo 9:00 AM, Mepo




AUGUST DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE

Aug-01
Aug-02
Aug-03
Aug-04
Aug-05
Aug-06
Aug-07
Aug-08
Aug-09

Aug-10

1 Chronicles 22; Luke 20
1 Chronicles 23; Luke 21
1 Chronicles 24; Luke 22
1 Chronicles 25; Luke 23
1 Chronicles 26; Luke 24;
Psalms 98

1 Chronicles 27-29;
Psalms 30

Psalms 72;

2 Chronicles 1-3

2 Chronicles 4-6;

Psalms 132

Psalms 100;

2 Chronicles 7-9

2 Chronicles 10-12;
Psalms 53

Aug-11

Aug-12

Aug-13

Aug-14
Aug-15
Aug-16

Aug-17

Psalms 138;

2 Chronicles 13-15;
2 Thessalonians 1
2 Chronicles 16-18;
2 Thessalonians 2
2 Chronicles 19-20;
Psalms 48;

2 Thessalonians 3
2 Chronicles 21-23;
Psalms 92

2 Chronicles 24-25;
Psalms 106

2 Chronicles 26-28;
Psalms 2

2 Chronicles 29-30;
Psalms 95

Aug-18
Aug-19
Aug-20

Aug-21
Aug-22
Aug-23
Aug-24
Aug-25
Aug-26
Aug-27
Aug-28
Aug-29
Aug-30
Aug-31

2 Chronicles 31-32;
Psalms 112

2 Chronicles 33-34;
Psalms 16

Psalms 117-118;

2 Chronicles 35-36
Psalms 78

Ezra 1-2; Psalms 84
Ezra 3-5; Haggai 1-2
Psalms 126; Ezra 6-8
Ezra 9-10; Psalms 32
Psalms 15; Job 1-3
Job 4-6; Psalms 6
Job 7-9; Psalms 38
Psalms 39; Job 10-12
Psalms 25; Job 13-14
Job 15-16; Psalms 69
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