
them right beside our faith and say, 
"I know these things are heavy on 
my heart, Lord, but I also know You 
are with me. I also know You 
strengthen me, and You carry these 
burdens with me." 

As we begin our celebrations of the 
birth of Christ, let us always 
remember the new birth God has 
given us through Christ. As we 
anticipate the coming of 
Emmanuel, God with us, let us 
always remember God is with us 
right now. 

In the truth of this light, I invite you 
to come on a journey with me. 
“God With Us,” seen in the midst of 
the reality around us. Let's 
acknowledge the ways hope, love, 
joy, and peace are difficult to attain 
at times, but let’s also acknowledge 
what we see in the fulfilled 
promises of God we have 
witnessed and the promises of God 
we know are yet to come. There 
will be Advent devotionals available 
at each church and with each week 
we will celebrate with anticipation 
the coming of Jesus, Emmanuel, 
God with us. 

In Christ, 
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As we begin our Advent journey 
together, we’ll focus on the theme, 
“God With Us.” Sometimes it’s hard 
to acknowledge the fact that God is 
with us. News of violence or 
disaster, concerns of world war as 
we watch conflicts unfold across 
the globe, and personal battles that 
take a heavy toll invite us to ask the 
question, “Oh Lord, how long?” 

We struggle with trying to explain 
supply shortages, price increases, 
and the continued feeling of 
division between thoughts and 
values. We experience rifts, illness, 
and a number of other things that 
pull our minds and hearts away 
from the focus of this season. Then 
we might even ask the question, 
“God, where are You?” God’s 
people have asked these questions 
for a very long time. We see it in 
Scripture and we experience it at 
various times, too. But in their faith 
and in ours, we hold the confidence 
to land on the fact that God’s 
goodness is still seen. It is seen in 
the blessings we receive and it is 
seen even in the struggles we can’t 
explain. 

This is the perfect time to witness 
and acknowledge God’s presence 
and glory. All the stuff we push 
back to the corners of our minds 
while trying to get through day by 
day can be the very things that 
strengthen our faith. We can hold 
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become housebound by oppressive 
weather or by choice to avoid falling 
on ice and snow. This is also the time 
of year when the words Seasonal 
Affective Disorder and depression are 
used more frequently due to the hours 
of available sunlight being reduced. 

For the past 10 years, the Lay 
Visitation Team has given Christmas 
cards to all of the residents of the Care 
Center and Care Facility in town. These 
are handmade by our Care and Share 
Card Ministry and the message is 
handwritten inside with a scripture 
reference by a group of Lay Visitation 
Team members. While it seems like a 
small gesture it can bring joy and 
encouragement to someone who 
might be experiencing loneliness or 
depression. The winter season remains 
an opportune time for us to reach out 
and be the hands and feet of Christ to 
those who are in situations that might 
cause them to feel isolated, anxious, 
depressed or lonely. Who might be 
encouraged in their heart by receiving 
a blessing from you this holiday 
season? 

Blessings!     

Tracey 

CONNECT 

 
Lay Visitation Ministries Updates and Information 

   From the Desk of Tracey Burgus 
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This is one of my favorite times of the 
year. Winter weather really does not 
bother me. Some people think that 
stating something like that sounds a 
little bit crazy! I love Christmas and the 
celebration of Christ’s birth and I look 
forward to that with anticipation. The 
fact that the weather turns cold, it 
snows, and the wind blows are all a 
part of the season in which we 
celebrate. When winter weather 
arrives my anticipation level for the 
celebration seems to rise. One of the 
reasons that I love winter is the fact 
that sometimes God calls a halt to our 
“crazy” and “busy” lives through times 
when we are “snowed in” and cannot 
go anywhere. On those days I like to 
curl up on the couch under a blanket 
or sit in my recliner and read or watch 
a movie. I also like to be in the kitchen 
on those days baking or cooking. 

While I may enjoy the winter season, 
some are filled with anxiousness and 
dread by the arrival of ice and snow. 
This fact seems especially true if it is 
difficult for them to physically get 
around or to find transportation to and 
from appointments, etc. People may 

Tracey 

Need prayer or know 
someone who does?  

Organized prayer teams are available 
to minister to your needs. Please 
contact the church office with your 
prayer requests. 

Meal Ministry 

The purpose of our Meal Ministry is to 
provide meals for families in our 
congregation who are recovering from 
an illness, surgery or childbirth. If you 
are aware of anyone who may need 
meals, please contact the church office. 

Please call the church office if you 
or a family member will be 
admitted into the hospital.  

 

Thank You! 

Worship 
IN PERSON 

9:00AM  @ Sperry 
10:00AM @ Mediapolis 

 

ONLINE 
10:00AM 

www.mepoumc.com/
sermons.html 

www.facebook.com/mepoumc 

 
PARKING LOT 

10:00AM 
Mediapolis UM Church  
(live only) over 87.9 FM 

Sunday  

December 11 
Sperry UMC 

Following worship 

http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
http://www.facebook.com/mepoumc


DECEMBER 2022  CONNECT PAGE 3 

Is it me, or did this year just fly by? I can't believe that the holidays are upon us. December will prove to be a 
busy month for MCYG, too. We hope everyone will come out and join us for our Holiday Wrapping event on 
December 17th. Students attending the mission trip to Kentucky in July of 2023 will be available to wrap your 
gifts for you! This event will be held at the Mediapolis Methodist Church from 9a-3p on Saturday, December 
17th. Wrapping will be a free-will donation. We will also have holiday cookies and pies available for 
purchase.  ALL proceeds from this event will go towards the mission trip. Please come and show your 
support. 

In November, JH youth group completed a series about the tricky nature of temptation and how God frees us 
from the negative feelings that can accompany our unwise choices.  We all face temptation, so this was a 
good series to help us to know what to do when that arises. High school MCYG continued on through the 
Alpha series. We discussed things like prayer, why we should read the Bible and who the Holy Spirit is. Please 
pray that the Holy Spirit would move and nudge these students closer to Him. We have quite a few students 
that are unchurched, which gives us lots of opportunities to plant seeds. Pray that God would use the MCYG 
Leaders to plant those seeds and to water them. God is so faithful and we look forward to seeing the harvest 
He will produce. 

MCYG wishes you a very blessed holiday season! 

In His service, 

Jenny McGhee, MCYG Director 
319-752-7008 | MediapolisCommunityYouthGroup@gmail.com 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

WREATH  MAKING 
EVENT 

 
 

Tuesday, December 6 
6:00 or 7:00 PM 
(Choose your time) 

Myer’s Tree Farm 
 

Cost: $32.50 
 

Call Toni at 319-759-1375  
to sign up. 

 
 

Hosted by the SHINE Women’s Ministry 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services  

Saturday, December 24 

5:30 PM  Mediapolis 

7:00 PM  Sperry 

11:00 PM  Mediapolis  
 

Christmas Day Service   

Sunday, December 25 

10:00 AM at Mediapolis 

Mediapolis & Sperry Combined 
 

New Year's Day Service 

Sunday, January 1 

10:00 AM at Mediapolis 

Mediapolis & Sperry Combined 
 

There will be no Sunday School  

on December 25 or January 1. 

mailto:mediapoliscommunityyouthgroup@gmail.com


This Month... 
 

Prayer Group @ Mediapolis 

Tuesday, December 6—6:30 PM 
 

Prayer Group @ Sperry 

Thursdays, December 8 & 22— 
6:15 PM 
 

Mediapolis Ad Council 
Tuesday, December 13— 
7:30 PM 
 

UMW @ Sperry 
Wednesday, December 14—     
12:00 PM. Christmas Potluck. 

12/02 Tyler Aamodt 
12/05 Kendra Meisgeier 
12/07 Charlie Chenoweth 
12/09 Bryce Klenk, Charles Powers 
12/10 Mika Chenoweth, Peggy Hassett, 
            Judy Weyer 
12/12 Ben Carhoff, Graham Whitaker,  
            Roger Wyss 
12/13 Julie Moehle 
12/15 John Delzell, Bill Dideriksen,  
            Jacob Schnedler 
12/16 Tracey Burgus, Jaci Beaird 
12/17 Jan Keitzer, Sandra Lord 
12/18 Nathan Carhoff 
12/23 Anna Dziulko, Diane Powers 
12/24 Jane Crouch 
12/29 Wyatt Elder 

12/04 Don & Jan Fischer 
12/21 Corky & Wanda Cover 
            Brad & Jennifer Lane 

December Daily Bible Reading Guide 
 

52 Week Bible Reading Plan: Read through the Bible in a year with each day of the week dedicated to a different 
genre: epistles, the law, history, Psalms, poetry, prophecy, and Gospels. 

Poetry  
(Thu) Dec 1 Eccl. 11-12 Dec 8 Song 1-2 Dec 15 Song 3-4 Dec 22 Song 5-6 Dec 29 Song 7-8 

Prophecy  
(Fri) Dec 2 Malachi  Dec 9 Revelation 1-6 Dec 16 Rev. 7-11 Dec 23 Rev. 12-17 Dec 30 Rev. 18-22 

Gospels  
(Sat) Dec 3 Acts 19-20 Dec 10 Acts 21-22 Dec 17 Acts 23-24 Dec 24 Acts 25-26 Dec 31 Acts 27-28 

Epistles   
(Sun) Dec 4 1 John 4-5 Dec 11 2 John  Dec 18 3 John  Dec 25 Jude    

The Law  
(Mon) Dec 5 Deut. 23-25 Dec 12 Deut. 26-28 Dec 19 Deut. 29-31 Dec 26 Deut. 32-34   

History  
(Tue) Dec 6 Nehemiah 5-9 Dec 13 Neh. 10-13 Dec 20 Esther 1-5 Dec 27 Esther 6-10     

Psalms  
(Wed) Dec 7 Ps. 140-142 Dec 14 Ps. 143-145 Dec 21 Ps. 146-148 Dec 28 Ps. 149-150     

In case of bad weather, 
cancellations or changes  

to the service schedules will  
be posted on KBUR  

and on the home page of  
our church website 

www.mepoumc.com. 

Old-Fashioned  
Christmas Program 

 

Sunday, December 4th 
2:00 PM 

Old Stone Church/Cemetery 
 

Guest Speaker: Tom Sands 
 

Refreshments & fellowship  
will follow the service. 


