
and it’s true in the church. 
Decisions are made that we don’t 
always agree with. Plans are 
implemented that we would have 
never suggested. It has happened 
in the last 20-30 years, and it 
continues today. We can either 
look at these things and see how 
they have changed (for the good or 
bad), or we can work with them 
and continue to build bonds and 
thrive. 

Let me get to the point. I am asking 
for your prayers this month as the 
Global UMC convenes for a special 
General conference. If you haven’t 
heard about the details of this 
conference, you will shortly. There 
are going to be forts set up on two 
sides, with one stuck in the middle.  
You may even feel like you’ve been 
stuck in the middle. Please pause 
and pray for God to work through 
this conference. Pray, and be ready 
for God’s calling in the midst of the 
work of the church. Pray for God’s 
guidance.  Pray for God’s strength.  
Most of all, pray for God to 
continue to empower us to build 
the bonds we have built so far. 

In Christ, 
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I think it’s safe to say, Winter is 
HERE! It’s been a long time since I 
built a snow fort, and this year I 
built the walls for two of them. 
They’re small, but there’s plenty of 
snow for the kids to expand on 
what I’ve started. I built them in 
opposite corners of my front yard, 
anticipating the boys would each 
choose their favorite and begin to 
stockpile snowballs for all-out 
warfare. Imagine my surprise to 
hear Noah tell me they were too far 
apart. So, he built one in the 
middle.   

I thought to myself, “that’s not a 
very good tactical decision.” But as 
the day went on, they all built what 
they wanted, where they wanted.  
The key was, they were working 
together and bonding as brothers.  
I just happened to bond with my 
brother in a different way; mainly 
that his snowballs bonded with my 
forehead! Then it hit me. No, not 
the snowball… what hit me was a 
realization. What I remembered 
from snow forts when I was a child 
and what my kids do with forts 
today are two very different things. 

Have you noticed how this seems 
to be the case in a whole lot more 
than snow forts? What we do now 
can look very different than what 
we did 20-30 years ago. It’s true in 
the workplace, it’s true in society, 
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This Month… 

FEBRUARY 2019  

NEED PRAYER OR KNOW 

SOMEONE WHO DOES?  

Organized prayer teams are available 

to minister to your needs. Please 

contact the church office with your 

prayer requests. 

MEAL MINISTRY 

The purpose of our Meal Ministry is to 

provide meals for families in our 

congregation who are recovering from 

an illness, surgery or childbirth. If you 

are aware of anyone who may need 

meals, please contact the church office. 

Please call the church office if you 

or a family member will be 

admitted into the hospital.  
 

Thank You! 

give a compliment, tell someone 
you love them just because you do, 
leave a nice note for someone, 
share your cookie or a treat… I 
think you see the genuineness of 
their ideas. So if you were to 
brainstorm a list of ways that you 
could show kindness for others, 
what would it consist of? I 
challenge each of us to not only let 
our valentine be the recipient of 
our time or affection this 
Valentine’s Day, but to let it be an 
entire week of doing nice things for 
others through random acts of 
kindness simply because we want 
to share the love of God with the 
world around us. I would urge us to 
remember those who are 
housebound or living in care 
facilities as well as those who are in 
the hospital or recovering at home 
for various reasons, who could use 
an extra visit or a note during this 
week. Continue to be creative and 
intentional about showing God’s 
love to one another in a world that 
desperately needs it! 

It has become a February tradition 
for me to share with you some 
thoughts about International 
Random Acts of Kindness Week, 
which is slated for February 11-17, 
2019, with the 17th designated as 
Random Acts of Kindness Day. 
What a perfect time of the year to 
show caring for others, and 
celebrate this special week that 
incorporates Valentine’s Day. When 
I taught first grade, we would 
spend some time together 
brainstorming random acts (during 
this week of the year) that we could 
do to or for others that would be 
encouraging to their heart. As 
adults, we sometimes tend to make 
showing kindness for others more 
grandiose than it has to be. 
Children often tend to think in 
more simplistic terms than we do 
when it comes to brainstorming 
acts of kindness. Their ideas would 
always include things like... take 
out the trash without being asked, 
vacuum without being told to, pick 
up the toys and put them away, 

Communion will be celebrated 

on Sunday, February  3rd
 

 
Prayer Group @ Mediapolis 

Tuesday, February 5th & 26th 

6:30 PM 
 

Prayer Group @ Sperry 

Thursday, February  14th & 28th 
6:15 PM 

Breakfast by the Boys 
Sunday, February 17th 

8:00-9:00 AM 
Sperry Fellowship Hall 
Everyone is welcome! 

 
Care & Share Card Ministry 

Monday, February 18th 
1:00 PM 

Rita Cortum’s home 

 
 



Senior High (Betzina Yaley | 319-759-3361 | mcygsr@gmail.com) 
 
SrHi kicked off the New Year with a 4-week series on Prayer, called "CHANGE." If you 
were granted three wishes, it would probably be pretty easy to come up with three 
things you wish you could change about your life or the world around you. Maybe 

that's because we know the world isn't always the way it should be -- & neither are we. In this 4-week series, 
our students were challenged to seek change in the world & in their own hearts, by turning to God in 
prayer.  Because prayer equals change when we: begin & end with God  pray with God's own words  pray 
like Jesus prayed  pray for what matters most. 

 

MISSION TRIP LUNCHEON: Thank you for supporting our fundraiser luncheon on January 27th! We are 
EXCITED about our trip to Puerto Rico in June & we appreciate your prayers & support as we prepare. There 
are TWO spots available if you are eager to serve the Lord with us! (This trip is open to HS students & 
above.) Contact Betzina Yaley or Jenny McGhee if you would like some more information! PLEASE JOIN US 
FOR OUR NEXT LUNCHEON ON SUNDAY, FEB 24TH! 
 

LABOR & DESSERT AUCTION: This is our ANNUAL FUNDRAISER & we look forward to it every year!  It will 
be held on March 17th w/
the location TBA.  Mark 
your calendars now! 
 
**Remember, if school is 
canceled on a Wednesday 
due to weather, MCYG will 
ALSO be canceled. 
**Sign up to receive SrHi 
Remind texts:  text 
@fae770 to 81010 

DAY/DATE TIME EVENT/LOCATION 

Wed, Feb 6 8-9:15pm Youth Group/Presbyterian Church 

Thurs, Feb 7 3:30pm – LATE! Winter Jam in Peoria, IL (it will be a LATE 
night!) 

Wed, Feb 13 8-9:15pm Youth Group/Presbyterian Church 

Wed, Feb 20 8-9:15pm Youth Group/Presbyterian Church 

Fri, Feb 22 – Sat, Feb 23 4pm – 7pm (next day) 30 Hour Famine/Presbyterian Church 

Sun, Feb 24 11:15am – 1:15pm Luncheon Fundraiser for Puerto Rico 
Mission Trip/Mepo Methodist Church 

Wed, Feb 27 8-9:15pm Youth Group/Presbyterian Church 
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We are making plans for a new church-wide 
directory. The photography event is scheduled 
for March 28-30, but planning is beginning now. 
Volunteers are needed to... 

 Contact families 

 Help with session sign-ups, and 

 Greet families during photography days.  

To volunteer, please contact the church office. 

LADIES PAINT NIGHT! 

Thursday, February 21 

6:00 PM 

Sperry UM Church 

Join us for a guided 

painting of  “Lovebirds”.  

Supplies and snacks will be provided.  

Cost is $5 per person.  

Please RSVP to the church office by Feb. 7th.  

Hosted by the SHINE Women’s Ministry. 

 



Junior High (Jenny McGhee | 319-752-7008 | mcygjr@gmail.com) 

In Jr. High MCYG, we started the new year off with a three-week series called “Stressed 
Out” about worry and anxiety, and how we can live the stress-free life God intends for 
us. 

Unfortunately, we had to cancel the Purity Retreat that we had scheduled, due to lack 
of sign-ups. We are hoping to reschedule it, that maybe a different date will allow more to attend.  This is a 
VERY important issue and the curriculum we use is great (in my opinion). If you know any 7th or 8th graders 
that would like to attend, please contact me. 

We wrapped up the month by making several no-sew blankets for Project Linus. This is always a fun service 
project that everyone can help with and blesses those in our area/community. For more about Project Linus, 
please visit:  https://www.projectlinus.org/ 

As always, please keep the youth in your prayers. Specific things to pray for include: 

 their relationship with God 

 stress (grades, expectations, schedules) 

 pressures of fitting in 
 temptations such as: cheating, lying, peer pressure, etc. 

 that they would have the courage to share their faith 

Day/Date Time Event/Location 

Wed 2/6/19 6:15pm-7:45pm Youth group @ Presbyterian Church 

Thurs 2/7/19 3:30pm-1am? Winter Jam @ Peoria Civic Center in Peoria IL 
For those who have already purchased tickets. We will meet at the school and depart at 
3:30pm. Bring $ for dinner and souvenirs. 

Wed 2/13/19 6:15pm-7:45pm Youth group @ Presbyterian Church 

Wed 2/20/19 6:15pm-7:45pm Youth group @ Presbyterian Church 

Fri 2/22/19- 
Sat 2/23/19 

3:30p (after school 
or practice on 
Friday)-7:30p on 
Saturday 

30 Hour Famine @ Presbyterian Church 
6th-12th grades are invited to join us as we experience what many around the world 
live with daily, hunger. We will have lots of activities planned during this event, so it will 
be fun. ;) We will end the famine with a “feast” from 6:30p-7:30p on Saturday. If you 
would like to provide a dish for our feast, please contact Jenny McGhee @ 319-752-
7008 or Betzi Yaley @ 319-759-3361, we would greatly appreciate it! 

Sun 2/24/19 11:15am-1:15pm Mission Trip Fundraiser Luncheon @ Mediapolis Methodist Church (All mission trip 
attendees need to participate) 

Wed 2/27/19 6:15p-7:45p Lounge Night @ Presbyterian Church 
We just hang out and play video or board games.  Students are welcome to bring video 
games from home as long as they are rated “E” for Everyone 
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https://www.projectlinus.org/


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

Communion 

4 5 

Game Time 

3:30 PM, Prairie 

Ridge 

Prayer Group 

6:30 PM, Mepo 

6 

Awana 

6:15 PM, Mepo 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 

UMW 

2:00 PM, Sperry 

Awana 

6:15 PM, Mepo 

 

14 

Prayer Group 

6:15 PM, Sperry 

15 16 

17 

Breakfast By   

the Boys 

8:00 AM, Sperry 

18 

Care & Share 

Card Ministry 

1:00 PM, 

Cortum’s 

19 20 

Awana 

6:15 PM, Mepo 

21 

Ladies’ Guided 

Painting Night 

6:00 PM, Sperry 

22 23 

24 25 26 

Prayer Group 

6:30 PM, Mepo 

27 

Awana 

6:15 PM, Mepo 

28 

Prayer Group 

6:15 PM, Sperry 

  

Mediapolis 
 

9:00 AM • Sunday School 

10:00 AM • Sunday Worship 

Sperry  
 

9:00 AM • Sunday Worship 

10:15 AM • Adult Sunday School 



Feb 1 Exodus 5; Matthew 26; 
 Psalm 41 
Feb 2 Exodus 6; Matthew 27 
Feb 3 Exodus 7-8; Matthew 28; 
 Psalm 67 
Feb 4 Exodus 9-10; Psalm 105 
Feb 5 Exodus 11-12; Psalm 91 
Feb 6 Exodus 13-15; Psalm 114 
Feb 7 Exodus 16-18; 1 Peter 1 
Feb 8 Exodus 19-20; 1 Peter 2 
Feb 9 Exodus 21-22; 1 Peter 3 
Feb 10 Exodus 23-24; 1 Peter 4 
Feb 11 Exodus 25-26; 1 Peter 5 
Feb 12 Exodus 27-28; Psalm 96 
 

Feb 13 Exodus 29-30;  
 2 Corinthians 1 
Feb 14 Exodus 31-32;  
 2 Corinthians 2 
Feb 15 Exodus 33-34;  
 2 Corinthians 3 
Feb 16 Exodus 35-36;  
 2 Corinthians 4 
Feb 17 Exodus 37-38;  
 2 Corinthians 5 
Feb 18 Exodus 39-40;  
 2 Corinthians 6 
Feb 19 Leviticus 1-3;  
 2 Corinthians 7 
 

Feb 20 Leviticus 4-5;  
 2 Corinthians 8 
Feb 21 Leviticus 6-7;  
 2 Corinthians 9 
Feb 22 Leviticus 8-10;  
 2 Corinthians 10 
Feb 23 Leviticus 11; Psalm 56 
 2 Corinthians 11;   
Feb 24 Leviticus 12-13;  
 2 Corinthians 12 
Feb 25 Leviticus 14-15;  
 2 Corinthians 13 
Feb 26 Leviticus 16-18; 1 John 1 
Feb 27 Leviticus 19-21; 1 John 2 
Feb 28 Leviticus 22-23; 1 John 3 

FEBRUARY DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE 

2/01 Mike Moehle 

2/02 Bob Moehle, Christian Wyatt 

2/03 Eddie Green, Christa Parry 

2/05 Robert Frank 

2/07 Derek Breder 

2/08 Nick Dideriksen 

2/09 Lois Hollingsworth  

2/10 Robbie Harris 

2/11 Mary Hockett, Jacob Orr,  

        Barb Warth 

2/13 Ryan Aamodt 

2/15 Mallory Hollingsworth 

2/16 Kara Zurmuehlen 

2/19 Mark Lieurance 

2/20 Katelyn Wyss 

2/22 Judy Knight 

2/23 Debbie Bales, Zachary Moehle 

2/24 Andrew Carhoff, Michael Nollen 

2/03 Tom & Linda Jones 

2/22 Dan & Jan Keitzer 

2/24 Brad & Leslie Coates 

In case of bad weather, 

cancellations or changes  

to the service schedules will  

be posted on KBUR-KGRS  

and on the home page of  

our church website 

www.mepoumc.com. 

Meetings 
 

Sperry UMW 
Wednesday, February 13—2:00 PM. 

Hostess: Kathy Thomson; Lesson: 

Marilyn Carhoff. 

This Bible reading schedule is thematic or connective in nature. The goal is to make as many associations as 

possible between the different parts of Scripture while still reading individual books of the Bible from start to 

finish. Only the Psalms are not read in consecutive order. The Psalms are individually apportioned 

throughout the year to increase the number of connections that can be observed and appreciated. 


