
because the leadership of our 
denomination chose to use 
authority they do not have, to 
enact change within the church 
that does not represent the 
doctrine of the church, nor does it 
represent the majority of the 
membership of our denomination. 

In arbitrarily violating the Book of 
Discipline, the Bishop made it clear 
that any church who didn’t want to 
ignore this violation could choose 
to disaffiliate. We had significant 
and widely advertised conversation, 
as well as prayerful discernment for 
over a year on this matter. During 
our church conference vote, each 
church made it clear to the 
leadership of our conference that 
the decision to disaffiliate stemmed 
from their abuse of power; but also 
from the remarks made by the 
Bishop that do not align with 
Mediapolis and Sperry’s vision, nor 
with Scripture, nor with the 
Doctrine of the church as has been 
upheld for over fifty years. 

We know from the words of Jesus 
that there will be troubles in this 
life, and that things will be said 
against us because of him. But we 
also know God will guard and bless 
us through these times. Be 
encouraged to remain strong in 
your faith, and just as strong with 
your love for one another.   

In Christ, 

Sperry  
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http://www.facebook.com/sperryumc 

Connec 

A Publication of Mediapolis and Sperry United Methodist Churches. A Publication of Mediapolis and Sperry United  

Much has been on my mind as of 
late. Revival is one of those topics.       
I continue to express joy over this 
movement of God across our land 
as countless people turn their 
hearts toward Him. The Cross is 
also on my mind. I can’t help but to 
think about why Jesus died on the 
cross. He died to offer forgiveness 
for the sins that have separated us 
from God. We all fall short of God’s 
glory, and we all need God’s mercy. 
We approach this reality with 
repentance in our hearts, and joy in 
our lives because of God’s amazing 
grace. 

Something else on my mind as of 
late is our witness to Christ in our 
communities. I have heard rumors 
circulating that say Mediapolis    
and Sperry are leaving our 
denomination because we are 
against the LGBTQ+ community. 
This is the farthest from the truth 
it could possibly be. We do not 
hate, nor stand in judgment against, 
anyone. Remember; we are all 
sinners just as guilty as anyone else, 
and in just as much need of God’s 
mercy as anyone else. All who 
worship with us are equal, are 
valued, are encouraged to 
participate in our ministries, and 
are included as our cherished 
family in Christ as we grow in God’s 
grace together.  

Nobody who voted to disaffiliate 
did so to ostracize our cherished 
family. This decision was made 
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This can be accessed by sharing 
contact information with the office 
and requesting to receive prayer 
requests and updates on a regular 
basis. The church can share names 
of members or regular attending 
people in need of healing prayer 
through the weekly bulletin. Due to 
privacy issues in our modern world, 
the key to all of these prayer 
venues is the permission of the 
person being prayed for or a 
primary family member allowing 
the need to be shared and 
indicating by what avenues. The 
church can also send out prayer 
emails and texts when emergency 
prayers are needed. Studies 
repeatedly find that churches with 
a strong prayer foundation are 
churches that grow and thrive! Let 
us endeavor to be and become 
more and more a praying church!  

Blessings!     

Tracey 

CONNECT 

 
Lay Visitation Ministries Updates and Information 

   From the Desk of Tracey Burgus 

MARCH 2023  

Throughout the coming weeks 
leading up to Easter and continuing 
throughout the year, I challenge 
each of us to strengthen the 
spiritual discipline of prayer in our 
lives. Prayer is powerful and it 
changes things. Both corporate 
prayer and individual prayer are 
vital to the life of a congregation.   

This is an excellent time to talk 
about the various ways that we as 
the body of Christ have in place to 
engage in the prayer needs of 
others. Confidential prayer lists are 
maintained by our prayer groups 
and are prayed over during prayer 
group time and throughout the 
days in between prayer gatherings. 
In our bulletin each Sunday there is 
a place for prayer requests to be 
recorded and permission given for 
how those needs are to be cared 
for. Prayer requests can be shared 
with staff only. We also maintain a 
public list of individuals with prayer 
requests that are sent out through 
an email as a weekly prayer update. 

Tracey 

Need prayer or know 
someone who does?  

Organized prayer teams are available 
to minister to your needs. Please 
contact the church office with your 
prayer requests. 

Meal Ministry 

The purpose of our Meal Ministry is to 
provide meals for families in our 
congregation who are recovering from 
an illness, surgery or childbirth. If you 
are aware of anyone who may need 
meals, please contact the church office. 

Please call the church office if you 
or a family member will be 
admitted into the hospital.  

 

Thank You! 

Worship 
IN PERSON 

9:00AM  @ Sperry 
10:00AM @ Mediapolis 

 

ONLINE 
10:00AM 

www.mepoumc.com/
sermons.html 

www.facebook.com/mepoumc 

 
PARKING LOT 

10:00AM 
Mediapolis UM Church  
(live only) over 87.9 FM 

Sunday  

March 12 
Sperry UMC 

Following worship Sunday, March 12th 

http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
http://www.facebook.com/mepoumc
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First of all, THANK YOU to all who came out for our Soup Supper Fundraiser. Thanks to you 14 of the mission trip 
attendees each got $55 taken off of their total. These students did a great job of serving! We are looking forward to 
seeing them in action this summer and also seeing how God will grow them. If you were unable to come to one of our 
fundraisers but would still like to support one of the students, please contact me at 
MediapolisCommunityYouthGroup@gmail.com. We have several students that are not yet fully funded that would 
appreciate your support. Also, we still have some cookbooks for sale if you missed out on that this fall. Cookbooks are 
$15 each.   

In junior high MCYG, we completed a series called Stressed Out. This series was about worry and anxiety, and how we 
can live the stress-free life God intends for us. We learned that God cares for us, so we can give our worries to Him; 
that God keeps us safe, so we can trust in Him; and that God knows our future, so we can find joy in Him. Our memory 
verse for this series is one I believe everyone should memorize: Philippians 4:6 NLT: "Don't worry about anything; 
instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done."  Lord, help us ALL to do 
that! 

In high school MCYG, we started a new study called What On Earth Am I Here For. Discussing the questions of 
existence: why am I alive? Of significance: does my life matter? And of intention: what IS my purpose? Some of the 
students are learning to lead during this series by stepping up and being small group leaders. In this role, they facilitate 
asking the questions and keeping their peers on task and engaged. We have a lot of strong leaders in this group so this 
should be a great opportunity for them, in addition to preparing them for the mission trip this summer. 

We ended the month with a 30 Hour Famine. It always amazes me that growing, "starving" teenagers want to come 
hang out and NOT eat! And they even bring friends that don't come to MCYG! I don't get it, but I am thankful for it! We 
always have lots of fun at these events while also learning about others in the world that are way less fortunate. This 
event really does give the students an idea of what it is like to live in an impoverished country...and hopefully makes 
them grateful to live where we live. 

As always, we covet your prayers. We specifically ask that the Spirit of Truth would be made known to these young 
hearts and minds. That their hearts would be softened to receive Jesus and that they would grow into a deep 
relationship with Him. That our leaders would have wisdom and discernment as they speak truth 
into their lives with love. And that the Lord would lead, guide and direct me so that I can lead, 
guide and direct them well. 

In His service, 

Jenny McGhee, MCYG Director 
319-752-7008 | MediapolisCommunityYouthGroup@gmail.com 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

mailto:MediapolisCommunityYouthGroup@gmail.com
mailto:mediapoliscommunityyouthgroup@gmail.com


This Month... 
 

SPRC 

Tuesday, March 7—6:30 PM  
@ Mediapolis 
 

UWF @ Sperry 
Wednesday, March 8— 
2:00 PM. Lesson: Karen Powers; 
Hostess: Marilyn Carhoff 
 

Prayer Group @ Sperry 

Thursdays, March 9 & 23— 
6:15 PM 
 

Sperry Ad Council 
Tuesday, March 21— 
6:00 PM 
 

Mediapolis Ad Council 
Tuesday, March 21— 
7:30 PM 
 

Prayer Group @ Mediapolis 

Tuesday, March 28—6:30 PM 

3/02 Jill Murphy 
3/03 Jason Weber 
3/04 Samuel Lane 
3/06 Sandy Hill 
3/09 Dawson Brader 
3/10 Buffy Moore 
3/11 Lori Thie 
3/12 Deb Shelman 
3/13 Laura Coates 
3/14 Amanda Schmidt, Brian Weber 
3/16 Mirranda Krohn 
3/17 Kortni Huibregtse, David Nollen 
3/18 Art Hill, Zoe Moehle  
3/20 Dan Murphy, Natalie Steffener 
3/22 Irene Kinney 
3/23 Bob Breuer 
3/24 Sandra Wyss 
3/27 Terri Johnson 
3/29 Mary Steffener 

3/07 Mike & Lori Thie 
3/08 Hank & Alice Thie 
3/09 Randy & Joni Hollingsworth 
3/19 Tony & Diane Patterson 
3/25 Tom & Kathy Thomson 
3/28 Bryan & Julie Moehle 

March Daily Bible Reading Guide 
 

One of the best ways to know God is to become acquainted with the full counsel of His written Word.                         
This reading plan will guide you through all 66 books of the Bible in the coming year  

In case of bad weather, 
cancellations or changes  

to the service schedules will  
be posted on KBUR  

and on the home page of  
our church website 

www.mepoumc.com. 

 
 1 Deuteronomy 26 – 27 
 2 Deuteronomy 28 – 29 
 3 Deuteronomy 30 – 32 
 4 Deuteronomy 33 – 34 
 5 Joshua 1 – 4 
 6  Joshua 5 – 7 
 7 Joshua 8 – 10 
 8 Joshua 11 – 13 
 9 Joshua 14 – 17 
 10 Joshua 18 – 20 
 11 Joshua 21 – 22 

 12 Joshua 23 – 24 
 13 Judges 1 – 3 
 14 Judges 4 – 5 
 15 Judges 6 – 8 
 16 Judges 9 – 10 
 17 Judges 11 – 13 
 18 Judges 14 – 16 
 19 Judges 17 – 19 
 20 Judges 20 – 21 
 21 Ruth 1 – 4 
 22 1 Samuel 1 – 3 

 23 1 Samuel 4 – 7 
 24 1 Samuel 8 – 12 
 25 1 Samuel 13 – 14 
 26 1 Samuel 15 – 16 
 27 1 Samuel 17 – 18 
 28 1 Samuel 19 – 21 
 29 1 Samuel 22 – 24 
 30 1 Samuel 25 – 27 
 31 1 Samuel 28 – 31 


